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1813. J Agricultural — Commercial Reports, S3 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT 

From the 20th Jane to the 20th July, 1813. 

*i*BE last month has been marked with as great a variety irl the state of the vtevher at 
Generally occurs in so short a space of time ; it Has vibrated from wet to dry, from 
extreme heat ti cold chilling northerly winds in the course of a day. 

These changes however have not produced any unfavourable effects on the crop's J 
Wheat, oats, and barley continue to look Well in almost every part of the country, 
and flax, which at one period had a most unpromising appearance, has recovered be 
yond the et pectations of the farmers; it Is to be hoped they will this se'ason, apply 
themselves seriously to the practice of saving as much seed as Will at least Be sufficient 
for their own use next year. 

From the present appearance of the potato crops there is reason to expect an abun- 
dant prbduce of that valuable root, and as the meadows have seldom been Mori* 
productive than they are this year, nor better saved, there it a pleasing prospctt 
»f abundance of good food for man and beast. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

War presses heavily on most affairs connected with trade arid manufacf ures. Most 
JW1 the pressure, and but few attribute it to the right cause. From a certain popular 
reeling in favour of War, arising in great measure from tlie stratagerris long practiced 
tp render the war pdpular, and from an undefined notion, artfully propagated, and cre- 
duously believed, that peace cannot bi made with the French govern <ient, many ar# 
inclined to renounce their reason for iriiplicit belief, and blindly adopt tlie opinion, that 
peace is impracticable. So it has been said through the wholeof the present war, not* 
withstanding the many and opposite changes that government has underline in France, 
Although there appears no reasonable grounds to believe otherwise, but that peac« 
might be made on the terms ef mutual accommodation with France, as well as with Any 
fether nation, and kept as long as this mutual accommodation continued ; arid betweerl 
no countries is peace kept on other ternis, according to the maxim's of the present de- 
fective morality of the law of nations. All temporizing expedients will be ineffectual 
Until the people by a decided voice, express their disapprobation of tlie t'omidwu 
tion of the war, for to it alone are the distresses of traife; a great part of the in* 
crease of taxes, and innumerable other evils, solely attributable.* 

Partly to meet the pressure of the evils arising from war bearing hard on the manu- 
facturers in the various branches in this country, in common with all the other parts of 
the empire, and partly as a means of annovance against the manufacturers of Britain, 
many of whom are sippdsed to Be inimical to the just claims of freland, attempts are 
making to procure an agreement to Wear exclusively Irish manufactures. As a political 
measure, it is of more than doubtful policy, for it m'ay irritate rather than intimidate, 
and render some enemies who are now fesdy to do justice tb Ireland ; ;u* i of those 
whoTrre enlightened to identify the Interests of Ireland with their o\vn, it is thought 
that the number His greatly incre'a'&d of late years in England; some on the grounds 
bf fears, and others, from the better motives of ndoptitig a more liberal policy. View- 
ed as a coaiiherciaj measure, the nonimportation scheme is richly objectionable; T.lte 
division of labour is a.good - Manufacturing principle, i^aihilies would lose, i. f in each, 
the attention was turned to manufacture within themselves their own slides, or to act 

* Facts illustrate reasoning; Receive the follcVHng as c'rie proof of the injury done by 
the war : it is a trophy of tlie misSry sitperinducect by the wnr, and is more descriptive' 
of our real situation, than the Splendid fallacies courting us to d\ir undoing; in the batten" 
victoriJ* in the Peninsula; 

*' From a survey which has just been ta'ken, and no doubt with sufficient accuracy, ie 
appears, that there are it present nearly 1. TOO empty bouses in Liverpool and ha 
Suburbs Estimatting the number of the houses iri town at 1.5000, Which; we believe, is 
pretty fjear the truth,' it will appear; that about every tenth house in the whole place is 
■t present uninhabited. This is the consequence of a stagnation of business, -which, we 
M^erftfod, is unparalleled in the 'memory of the oldest iahniaUat."— Mivei-jniJ Mtrmrj* 



84 Naturalist's Re/jort. [Juty- 

as taylors in making their deaths. So it is wkh nations, in lite manner. Some 
excel in some species of manufactures, in others, another is carried on to greater ad- 
vantage. To buy the article, which is cheapest, and of the best quality, let it be manu- 
factured wherever it may, is a sound commercial axiom, and is found to contribute 
most to the advancement of national wealth, which is only another term for the greatest 
agreggation of benefits, to the individuals composing the nation. On this principle aa 
unresrrained intercourse with all the world is to be preferred, but when this advan- 
tage is interrupted by the injurious and mistaken policy of nations, it is only adding to 
the injury already received, by the interruption of free intercourse, still more, to nar- 
row the mutual beneficial exchange of commodities between two portions of the same 
empire. We would have cause to complain, if Britain entered into an agreement not 
to wear Irish linens. Let us not violate our part of the implied contract, by refusing 
%p wear British manufactures. Such plans always defeat the purposes designed. In a 
former instance, when the measure of non-exportation was adopted some years ago, 
many evasions were used to. sell British goods under the denomination of Irish, and 
even the Irish manufacturers and workmen, in many instances, entered into combina- 
tions, enhanced their prices, and deteriorated the quality of their articles, to the great 
iojury of those who adhered so the agreement. 

The late linen market in Dublin proved, as was expected, very bad. There was 
little demand from England and Scotland, and no purchases appear to have been made 
for a foreign market. Some had entertained hopes which were not realized, that linens 
would have been purchased, to send circuitously through Lisbon, and Cadiz to the 
tinned States c;f North America, but the, Americans, at first by the impolicy of the 
Orders in Council, and latterly by the war, have been forced to enter into habits of 
dispensing with the use of British and Irish manufactures. Even in the return of peace 
between the two countries, it is not probahle that trade would recover from the rude, 
shock, which the interruption of commercial communications has inflicted', at least so 
far as many articles of manufactures, particularly, linens, cottons, and woollens are 
concerned. 

The new corn law is postponed till next session. As soon as the nature of it was 
known", and the supposed tendency to benefit the growers- at the expense of the con- 
sumers of grain, peti'ions were poured in against the measure, particularly from the 
manufacturing districts in Scotland. They fir t took the alarm, and in England the 
manufacturing interests were preparing to join in the opposition. It is worthy of re- 
mark, from the report of the Committee of the house of Commons that this is the 
first vear since 17R4, that Great Britain has not received importations of foreign grain. 

At page Si, will be found Sir Henry ParneU's resolutions on the subject of our former 
and present circulating media. They were negatived indirectly by the question of 
adjournment. They are nevertheless on record in the journals of the house, to bear 
testimony to future times, that the dangers arising from our present state. were not un- 
fWtseen, a,><d to point out the futility of Lord CasttereaghV legislative enactment to 
keep up the popular delusion of the solidity of paper money, in direct contradiction to 
facts. They are placed on rc-cord in our pages for the same purpose. By one of the 
resolutions it appears, that our formi; guinea is by 2S per cent, more valuable thaat 
our present paper currency. Tht« statement is farther confirmed, by the price of gold 
bullion being in London, on the 12th instant, =£5 7s. fid. per ounce, instead . of 
j?3 ITn.'. i'J'id., which was the price at which our guineas were calculated iu the coin- 
age. This ceprstiatioQ of money comes home to us individually, for a banker's note for 
a guinea is intrinsically less valuable, by 28 per cent., and goes a proportionally less 
way iu purchasing the necessaries of life, than a guinea in gold. As money depreciates, 
the prices of other article relatively advance. This is one of the evils of war, to 
which the people art- too little attentive. 

Exchang'. on Loudon continues very low, seldom exceeding 5 per cent, during thie. 
Siouth, and frequently rating below it. 



NATURALIST'S UF.PORT. 

from tic 20t& June, to tit 20M July, 1813. 
June 21, Hazle-nut leaved Bramble (Rubus Corylifolius , Common poppy (Papare* 
dubium), and Orange Hawk-weed (Hieracium auraatiacum), fiowerin* 



